
 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back, I do hope you’ve had a wonderful summer. I’m so excited to welcome your children into 

Year 3 and Key Stage 2. Mrs Gardener and myself have lots of fun learning to share with them and 

cannot wait to get started with our first topic.  

 

Rocks, Relics and Rumbles: This topic will teach children and support their development and understanding 

about the features and characteristics of Earth's layers, including a detailed exploration of volcanic, tectonic 

and seismic activity. 

 

Maths: This year we will continue to use our Maths curriculum called Abacus that we will use to support our 

mathematical understanding and bridge gaps from the Year 2 summer term, due to the COVID-19 outbreak and 

enforced school closure. The scheme is interactive and links well to home learning, so you can support and access 

what your children have been covering throughout the week.  

Coverage this term in Maths when using the abacus scheme are as follows:  

 Use multiple of 5 and 10 bonds to 100 to solve additions and subtractions; add and subtract 1-digit 

numbers to and from 2-digit numbers 

 Compare and order 2 and 3 digit numbers; count on and back in 10s and 1s; add and subtract 2-digit 

numbers; solve problems using place value 

 Know multiplication and division facts for the 5, 10, 2, 4 and 3 times-tables; doubling and halving 

 Know and understand the calendar, including days, weeks, months, years; tell the time to the nearest 5 

minutes on analogue and digital clocks; know the properties of 3D shapes 

 Comparing, ordering and understanding place value of 2- and 3-digit numbers; subtracting from 2-digit 

numbers; using prediction to estimate calculations 

English: This term we shall begin with looking at the text ‘Oh the Places You’ll go’ by Dr. Seuss during the first 2 

days to build the children’s confidence about stepping back into the classroom. As a school we have decided to 

use some visual texts to build on the children’s confidence in writing, we shall study the digital text of Rock, 

Paper, Scissors’. We shall then kick start our topic focused English work through Haiku poems and create our 

own using the unique features or syllables per line, about volcanoes. From this we will also study the text ‘The 

Firework Maker’s Daughter’ and build up our English skills through writing a missing chapter from the text, using 

all our inference and writing skills. During the term we will also create our own shape poem of a volcano and study 

the impact these poems have both visually and poetically.  

Throughout term we will read different texts relating to our topic to enhance our vocabulary choices in our 

writing and class discussions. This will include a class text read by myself at the end of each day. Comprehension 

will link to our topic where possible and we will look closely at understanding the text and how to answer 

questions about it in detail, making reference to the text in front of us.  

Spellings will be taught daily, we will begin with continuing from the spelling rules that have been missed during 

the forced enclosure from Y2 and then move quickly onto the Year 3 spelling rules. Spelling Zapper will continue 

to be used of the common exceptions words and will be frequently practised to ensure that children are able to 

read, spell and write these words confidently.  

Science: We will be learning about Rocks and Soils. This links nicely to our topic. In this unit children will 

recognise that below the surface of Earth is rock which they may not be able to see. They will understand that 

over time rocks have been broken down to form smaller rocks, pebbles, stones and eventually soils. They will 

recognise that there are different rocks and different soils which have different properties and appearances. 

Children will identify, name and describe different rocks. They will compare and group different rocks and soils 

based on appearance and properties, e.g. hardness, and they will examine the soil in their local area. They will 

consider the impact of worms in making soils. Children will also describe in simple terms how fossils are formed 



when living things have been trapped in rock. They will have the opportunity to make a model fossil and look at 

the work of early palaeontologists, such as Mary Anning. 

ICT: During our ICT learning we shall focus on E-Safety, after having such a long time away from classroom 

education and technology is really growing within our children’s everyday life, this will further enhance these 

skills they have learnt outside the classroom and help them to become more confident and safe when using their 

devices outside school. 

PE: This term’s P.E is Cross Country, Football and Orienteering. Mr Modest will take the Tuesday afternoon PE 

session, as it is my PPA (Planning, Preparation and Assessment) time. Within this session he will focus on Cross 

Country and Football. The Thursday session will be led by myself and we will look at map skills around school to 

locate different points and build on skills and strategies to be able to locate these points in a timed competition. 

PE days are: Tuesday (pm) and Thursday (am). Children with their ears pierced must remove their earrings 

for each P.E session themselves or alternatively they will need at have plasters in their P.E bags to protect their 

ears during physical activity. Long hair must be tied back. Due to COVID-19 please send your child into school 

wearing their PE kits, this will reduce the risk of cross-contamination of clothing whilst getting dressed. The 

more physical PE session is in the afternoon, so there should be no reason for the worry of children being in the 

same clothes for too long after physical exercise.  

Art and Design: This term we will focus on the skill of digital art and study the photographer Carl Warner, who 

photographs beautiful landscapes and enhances his pictures with food to create a magical and mystical finished 

image called ‘foodscapes’. We shall recreate these both with real food and through digital media.  

French: French will be taught on a Tuesday afternoon by Mrs Horton and Miss Williams, as part of the PPA 

cover for our class. This term your children will focus on saying hello and goodbye, asking and saying your name, 

asking and saying how you are, nouns (musical instruments) and learning numbers one to ten.  

Geography: This Extreme Earth unit will teach about the destructive powers of nature, from volcanoes and 

earthquakes to tsunamis and tornadoes. Through discussion and practical tasks, children will learn about how and 

why these natural phenomena occur, and the ways in which they affect people and the environment 

RE: Our focus this term will be Creation and Fall. Within this we shall discuss and explore what Christians learn 

from the story of creation.  

PSHCE: During the first term in Year 3, we will be looking at our ‘Caring School’ and ‘Feelings, Friends and 

Friendships’, where the children will recognise and express a range of feelings, explore feelings they and other 

others have in common and recognise and express positive things about themselves and others.  

Ways to help your child:  

 By talking about the topics and finding out any information from books, computers, internet, libraries 

etc. Please encourage the children to bring any useful information into school. If you have any particular 

personal information, which may be of interest and you would like to share this in school, please contact 

your child’s class teacher. 

 By discussing any Maths Home Learning with your child and helping/encouraging them to complete any 

Home Learning tasks. Home Learning is given out on Fridays. 

 By helping them to learn thoroughly the monthly focus times tables. 

 By chatting with them about work covered in the English lesson and helping/encouraging them to 

complete any Home Learning tasks. 

 By helping them to learn thoroughly any spellings they may bring home. Spellings are given out on 

Wednesdays and tested the following week on Monday. 

 By encouraging them to read for at least 10 minutes a day (more if they are enjoying the story or 

information in the book).  

 Ensuring that they come to school to work hard and succeed. 

 

Just a reminder:  

I will keep you up-to-date with any other events which take place throughout this term via our class webpage and 

Class Dojo.  

 
 

I am really looking forward to working with your children and getting to know them 

during this term. 

Thank you 

Mrs Hales 


