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                                                                                                25th August 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
As the beginning of the new school year approaches, I would like to update you of our plans for our re-
opening. All actions taken to open school have been based upon government advice. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 

 
Prior to the holidays, a letter was sent out to all parents outlining arrival and departure times for pupils 
in different year groups. I have included much of this information again for your reference as well as 
additional organisational points and advice to note.  
 

September: 
School will re-open for all pupils from September and the first day of term for pupils is Thursday 3rd 
September.  Foundation Stage pupils have their own staggered start dates, which will have been 
communicated in a personalised letter to all parents. If you haven’t received this information, please let 
us know. 
 
Entry/Exit of School 
All children will be greeted at the school gates, by known staff, and will then join their teachers in class 
lines on either the lower or upper playgrounds. This system worked really well for pupils before the 
summer so we are going to continue with it with full classes. The first day of any new system can pose 
the need for tweaks – we are fully open to adaptation and will continually monitor the situation 
accordingly. We will send out an image of the playground set-up for parents and carers to see, next 
week.  Children in Years 5 and 6  are permitted to make the journey home alone if permission is given. 
Teachers in Y5 gathered this information prior to the end of the summer term through ClassDojo. If 
circumstances have changed, please let teachers know. Teachers will be setting up their new classes 
on ClassDojo shortly in readiness for the first week in school.  
 
Please do not bring bikes or scooters into school until further notice.  

 

CLASS TIME ENTRANCE 

Foundation Stage 1 
(Miss Downes) 

8.50 a.m. Main entrance gate – escort to 
classroom doors on arrival.   

Foundation Stage 2 (Mrs Coleman/Miss 
Leivers) 

8.45 a.m. Lower playground entrance gate – 
join class line on the lower 
playground.  

Year 1(Miss Dilley/Mrs Brock) 8.45 a.m. Lower playground entrance gate- join 
class line on the lower playground. 

Year 2 (Mrs Wain) 8.45 a.m.  Lower playground entrance gate - join 
class line on the lower playground. 

Year 3 (Mrs Hales/Mrs Gardner) 8.45 a.m. Lower playground entrance gate- join 
class line on the lower playground.   

Year 4 (Mrs Slater/Mr Dawson) 8.50 a.m. Main entrance gate - join class line on 
the upper playground. 

Year 5 (Mrs Shepherd/Miss Knapp) 8.50 a.m. Main entrance gate - join class line on 
the upper playground. 

Year 6 (Mrs Albutt/Mrs Catto) 8.50 a.m. Main entrance gate - join class line on 
the upper playground. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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School will close at 3 p.m. for all pupils other than Foundation Stage 1. Initially, we will be using 
all our staff at the end of the day, to allow for as smooth a departure as possible. Please bear with us 
during these first couple of days – we may need to alter departure timings if things don’t go to plan.  
Pops (Wickersley Kids Club) are currently making plans to re-open breakfast and after-school club 
provision for pupils and have been taking bookings. If you intend to use this provision, please help 
them out by letting then know as soon as possible, so that they too can make plans based on new 
government guidelines. This is especially important if you need regular child-care as children will need 
to be placed in ‘bubbles’ of limited size.  
 
Extra-curricular clubs: 
Though government guidance mentions that out of hours clubs can go ahead, we will not be running 
any extra-curricular clubs in the first half of the term. Our priority is to make sure all children are safely 
back in school to resume classroom learning. We will be discussing, in the next few weeks, the 
possibility of clubs resuming after the half-term break.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RETURNING TO SCHOOL: STAFF AND PUPIL WELFARE 
All of our staff will be returning to school in September.   
Any staff with with underlying health issues, reflected in the government guidance, have been 
identified and we have discussed with them the need to follow guidance carefully.  
Prior to return, we will have met with parents (virtually/ phone discussions)of children with underlying 
health issues, to talk through how we will support their child with maintaining social distance/ avoiding 
close contact where we can and how we will ensure they remain in their bubble. The specific health 
needs of these children will be monitored closely. Those who are in high risk categories will be given 
opportunity to arrive and leave early in order to avoid crowds at the gate. 

 
 

GOVERNMENT ADVICE FOR PARENTS: 
During the summer, the government has released further guidance for parents. You may 
already have read it, but the link is here if not. The guidance makes it clear that all children 
are expected to return to school in September.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-
about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-
outbreak 
 

 
Below, we have listed some of the ways that we will be keeping everyone safe. School will feel 
different but within the safety of the classroom your child will have some sense of normality 
and routine – we know they are ready for that. 
 

 
How will we keep your child safe?  
 

Classes The government has now said that we can return to full classes of around 30 from September. These 
classes will form a ‘bubble’ and will not mix with other bubbles in large group gatherings such as on the 
playground or in the hall for assembly. Within their class bubble, children do not need to social 
distance, although we will always reinforce the importance of this, particularly with junior children.  
Staff have been reminded to limit individual contact with children to a maximum of 15 minutes and 
keep to 1m distance where possible.  

Lessons Usual lessons will resume. We have made additional plans for curriculum recovery and these 
will be posted on the school website for you reference. See further information below.  
Children will remain in their own classrooms and will not use the corridors unless the location 
of their classroom requires them to enter and exit the building from an alternative 
entrance/visit a designated toilet – i.e. Y6 pupils or to visit the designated medical bay 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
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. Pupils receiving specialist tuition, interventions or therapy away from the classroom, will be 
taught/supported, following social distancing guidelines. Any movement of pupils in the 
corridors will always be supervised by staff. 

Equipment  Classrooms have now been organised so that children sit side by side and facing the front rather than 
across from each other on a table. There will be two pupils per table as in usual circumstances.  
We no longer need to separate tables two metres apart. 
We will be providing children with their own writing equipment in order to minimise contact and the 
sharing of resources – children each have a plastic wallet containing a pencil, (pen), ruler, rubber, pair 
of scissors, (high-lighters), crayons and other year-group specific items, for their personal use.  
Children will need to have their own water bottle in school every day: please make sure they bring 
this. Water bottles should be filled before arrival at school and washed before they are brought into 
school the next day. As always, please label your children’s equipment wherever possible in order to 
minimise shared contact. Please do not let your children bring any equipment into school, other than 
book bags, packed lunches (if relevant) and a water bottle. They will need to bring their book bag every 
day and any books that have been used stay within the class bubble and are not to be used by 
children in the rest of school.  
*SCHOOL BAGS – please avoid bringing standard school bags for the first half term. Only book 
bags and lunch-bags/boxes and water bottles (where relevant) are needed.  
 
When children use shared resources, such as PE equipment or science equipment, for example, we 
will be disinfecting it after the class bubble has used it. This includes any playground equipment used 
in future weeks.  
Excess furniture has been removed from classes, to allow more space for movement.  
Signage remains in place in classrooms to promote high standards of hygiene. 
 

Social 
Distancing 

Children will be given regular reminders about social distancing and signage is in place, but social 
distancing cannot be guaranteed as children are children – we are glad the government guidance 
recognises that and understands that they will not need to social distance within their bubble. Staff 
continue to ensure they adhere to social distancing guidance when they are in contact with each other. 
 

Hygiene  Children will be given very regular reminders and opportunities for handwashing. Children will 
be encouraged to wash their hands at regular intervals throughout the day. This is not limited 
to breaks and lunch-times. Children may keep a small hand-sanitizer in their classroom zip 
wallet if they wish, though this is not necessary.  
*Classrooms will have plenty of anti-bacterial hand-wash to cater for increased hand-washing 
as this is deemed the best way of preventing the spread of the virus. Each classroom has a 
box which includes extra soap, hand sanitiser, gloves, aprons, spare masks, visors, spare 
toilet rolls, spare tissues and spare paper towels. 

Cleaning  Our cleaning staff are absolutely dedicated and are working continuously to ensure that the school is a 
safe environment in which to learn and work. Daily deep cleans take place at the end of each school 
day and all school staff have a cleaning routine to follow throughout the day on classroom surfaces 
(handles, equipment, etc) at very regular intervals.  

Breaks  All breaks will be at staggered times and in different areas of the school grounds (weather permitting). 
Children will remain in their set ‘bubbles’ in order to minimise contact.  

Lunches and 
Lunchtimes  

Taylor Shaw will now be providing a hot choice option in their lunch menus – menus can be 
found on the school website in the school meals section and on Class Dojo. All parents have been sent 
a link to these. Taylor Shaw lunches should be ordered in the same way as usual but we will be able to 
order lunches for your child in the first week.  Alternatively, please send your child with a packed 
lunch in an appropriate lunch-box, labelled with your child’s full name.  Please avoid the 
inclusion of nuts/nut products in packed lunches. Children may bring in a healthy snack for breaktimes. 
Please ensure that fruit is washed at home to avoid the need to do this in school.  

Illness 
First-aid 

Any child complaining of feeling ill or who has a temperature will be cared for following our usual 
procedure but will need to self-isolate in the designated medical area. Parents/ carers will be contacted 
to pick up as soon as possible in order to minimise contact with others. We have ensured that we have 
a supply of gloves and masks for staff dealing with this potential issue. Masks, visors and gloves are 
kept in each classroom but a stock is also available in the Head’s office and centrally. 
If your child or someone in your household is unwell or shows any of the symptoms of Coronavirus, 
then please do not send them to school under any circumstances in order to prevent the spread of 
the illness to other children and staff. In this instance, the child should be self-isolated wherever 
possible for 7 days and all fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. Please let us 
know urgently if this is the case as ‘where a child tests positive, the rest of the class/group should 
be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider 
class/group do not need to self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in 
that group subsequently develops symptoms.’ (DfE Guidance).  
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Any child who becomes ill has an injury or is sick with symptoms other than Covid-19 will be 
taken to the designated location where an evaluation will be made.  Usual steps will be taken 
to prevent cross-infection. Parents will be informed and asked to collect their child if 
necessary.  
 
Each classroom has a first-aid kit. First aid resources are also kept centrally in school and are 
taken outdoors at break-times and lunch-times. Staff will administer medication as 
appropriate and will use the necessary PPE.  
 
Emergency medication for children who have specific medical needs will continue to be 
stored in classrooms.  This includes inhalers, anti-allergy syrup and emergency auto-
injectors.  
 
Emergency medication bags (where relevant) will accompany each child who has a care plan 
as they take breaks or work in a location away from the classroom. Checks will be made to 
ensure that medication is in date and is suitable for use.  
 
Children who have been prescribed other medication e.g. four dose anti-biotics, will be given 
their medicine in the designated area. This medication will be stored centrally and will be 
given by a member of SLT at an agreed time. 
 

Uniform Please send your child in full Flanderwell uniform as usual. Further details about uniform can be found 
on the school website in the parents section.  
Guidance says that you do not have to wash uniform any more frequently than you usually would. 
Children in year groups 3 to 6, should wear a tie as usual.   
*For the first half term, children should arrive in their full outdoor P.E kits on P.E days to avoid 
the need to change into kit in smaller spaces and any mix-up wth clothing.  
 Kit should include jogging/tracksuit bottoms, a warm sweater/hooded top, a pair of trainers 
and a water-proof. P.E shorts and a t-shirt may be worn under the  joggers/tracksuit bottoms 
/sweater on warmer days. All kit should be suitable for purpose. Please avoid football strips. 
Children will use the outdoors for their P.E lessons this half term.  

Attendance All children will need to return to school in September. We will be speaking to parents of any child who 
is categorised as extremely clinically vulnerable. Guidance says that it is now safe for your child to 
return if they are living with someone who is clinically vulnerable. 
Please do not book holidays for September. The start of term is going to be a huge transition 
for children, and they need to settle into new routines quickly. It is also the month when we will 
be finding out which children have gaps in learning and starting the work of catching up on that 
learning. If you go away on holiday in September, your child will be considerably 
disadvantaged. 

Access to 
school  

Only staff, children, specialist teachers such as music teachers and health professionals will be 
allowed into school. Appointments should be made out of school hours where possible to avoid 
disruption. If your child becomes ill, we will let you know of the arrangments for collection.  
On usual arrival at school, you will need to drop your child off at the gate identified above and at the 
time mentioned and collect them from the same place. This will minimise the number of adults within 
the school grounds and keep our children safer. Staff will be at the school gates ready to collect 
children from you – please do not worry we will take care of them! 
We have arranged for staggered entry into school to minimise congestion. Please allow us the best 
chance of a smooth entry for all by leaving the area around the school as soon as you have dropped 
off your child. We ask that you speak with your child before arrival to ensure they know what to expect.  
Conversations with staff will not be possible at drop off and collection times.  
Should you need to chat to us, please either phone school, message us on DOJO or email us and we 
will phone you back.  
 
*Staff using public transport now need to wear face coverings.  
*School advise that children making the journey by public transport to school, wear face coverings.   
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Recovery plans: 
 
We are parents too. We understand how difficult lockdown has been for parents, managing their own 
work alongside online learning, balancing concerns for the wellbeing of the child with their own guilt 
that they don’t have capacity to support home schooling as much as they would like. We understand. 
You may be worried about how much learning your child has missed out on, but we want to reassure 
you that we have a plan. A good and well thought out plan. We have this covered.  
 
We always publish our action plans on our school website for September, and when we do that this 
year, we will send you a link so you can view our plans for yourself. To summarise here, though, we 
have plans in place for the following:  
1/ Recovery of the curriculum. We have identified which aspects of the curriculum would have been 
taught in summer term 2020 for all year groups and we have devised ways of recovering that 
throughout the year combined with 2020/21 teaching. We are not repeating a year but are being smart 
about how we match those objectives up to other things we will be teaching. 
2/ Recovery for individual pupils. Nearly all pupils will catch up missed learning from the actions of 1/ 
recovery of the curriculum. Some pupils, however, may need more bespoke catch up throughout the 
year. We are planning very targeted support to any pupil who needs this from September. 
3/ Recovery of the school community. We are acutely aware than transition back to school may be 
hard for some children, and we have plans to provide a safe place where they can reconnect with their 
friends and feel happy again. 
 
 
I hope that the above information, including the updates, goes towards answering questions you may 
have about the return to school. I have made contact with many families to discuss specific needs and 
will make contact with those of you who have expressed a wish for further discussion tomorrow.  
If you need any further clarification of anything mentioned, or need to chat through any worries before 
next week, please contact me at the main school email address flanderwell@flp.dsat.education  
 
We shall be using ClassDojo, as our main link between home and school from September. ClassDojo 
is an online communication tool which schools can use to share news, celebrate successes and 
communicate with parents. For those of your new to school, we shall be inviting you to join. If your 
child is already enrolled in school and you haven’t yet signed up for ClassDojo, please do so as soon 
as you can.  
 
Thank you so much for your ongoing support.  
 
 
Very best wishes 

 
Julie Armitage 
Headteacher  
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