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Assessment Task 9Poetry
The Music Lesson Rap
Teacher notes: The Music Lesson Rap

Curriculum references: Years 3–4

Programme of study: Reading comprehension

Children should be taught to:
• develop positive attitudes to reading and 

understanding of what they read by:
 – listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks

 – preparing poems and playscripts to read aloud 
and to perform, showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and action

 – discussing words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination

 – recognising some different forms of poetry [for 
example, free verse, narrative poetry]

• understand what they read, in books they can read 
independently, by:
 – drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences with evidence

 – identifying main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph and summarising these

 – identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning

• participate in discussion about both books that 
are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what 
others say.

Running the task

• Display the text and then read the poem together. 
Ask the children to say which type of text this is, 
and how they know. Ask them to describe what the 
poem is about and what picture they get in their 
mind’s eye when they read it. Make notes of their 
oral responses.

• Check that the children know what sort of 
instruments (percussion) are mentioned in the 
poem. Ensure they are familiar with the term and 
concept of onomatopoeia.

• Provide children with the task sheet and ask them 
to answer the questions. Tell them to support their 
answers with a reason and evidence, using words 
and phrases from the text.

• Help children who may need support in writing and 
decoding, as suggested in the introduction to this 
book.

• At the end of the task, ask the children to perform 
the poem in groups, using expression and 
intonation.

Assessment guidance

Use the list below to identify the content domains that the children are working on in this task.

Typically, children working at the expected standard will:
• retrieve key details and quotations from fiction and non-fiction to demonstrate understanding of 

character, events and information
2b

• accurately and selectively summarise main ideas, events, characters and information in fiction and 
non-fiction texts

2c

• make developed inferences drawing on evidence from the text 2d

• identify/explain how the choice of language enhances the meaning of texts 2g

• make accurate and appropriate comparisons within texts. 2h
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What to expect

1. What sort of sounds does the person in the poem want to make?

 The children should answer that the person in the poem wants to make loud sounds. Children 
working towards the expected standard may identify words such as “boom” or “crash”. 
Children working at greater depth within the expected standard may say that the poem lists 
many loud sounds.

(2c)

2. Why does the writer say “I’m the bongo kid” in the first line of the poem? Tick the best answer.

 Some children will need support to understand the best answer to this question by reading the 
first four lines of the poem.

(2d)

3. Which instruments are named in the poem? Tick all that apply.

 Some children might not equate “sticks” as being instruments.

(2b)

4. Write down three examples of onomatopoeia (sound words).

 The children should find at least three examples.

(2g)

5. What does a “thunder-maker” sound like?

 Children working towards the expected standard might answer “thunder”, with little or 
no description. Children working at greater depth within the expected standard may add 
onomatopoeic words to describe thunder such as “crash” or “boom”.

(2g)

6. Think of a sound word for the sound a cymbal makes.

 All children should write a simple onomatopoeic word such as “crash” or “clash”.

(2g)

7. What sort of sounds does the instrument the author is given make?

 The children should recognise that “sssh” represents quiet.

(2b)

8. How does the mood of the person in the poem change at the end? Use evidence from the text 
to support your answer.

 Children working at the expected standard should be able to identify the disappointment of the 
writer when he is only given a shaker that does not make much noise. Those working at greater 
depth within the expected standard will be able to compare this to the enjoyment the writer 
experienced at the beginning of the poem with all the loud noises. Children working towards the 
expected standard may simply state that he is enjoying the music and is given a shaker, without 
explaining his disappointment.

(2h)

9. If you were performing this poem aloud, which words would the poet want you to say in a 
loud voice? Underline them. Which words would you say quietly? Circle them.

 Children working towards the expected standard will mostly underline the obvious 
onomatopoeic words. Children working at the expected standard should also find “clip”, “clap” 
and “stamp”. All children should identify “sssh”.

(2g)
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The Music Lesson Rap by Clare Bevan

I’m the bongo kid,

I’m the big-drum-beater,

I’m the click-your-sticks,

I’m the tap-your-feeter.

When the lesson starts,

When we clap our hands,

Then it’s me who dreams

Of the boom-boom bands,

And it’s me who stamps,

And it’s me who yells

For the biff-bang gong,

Or the ding-dong bells.

Or the cymbals (large),

Or the cymbals (small),

Or the tubes that chime

Round the bang-crash hall,

Or the tambourine,

Or the thunder-maker –

But all you give me

Is a sssh-sssh shaker!
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Read the text, then answer the questions.

1. What sort of sounds does the person in the poem want to make?

2. Why does the poet say “I’m the bongo kid” in the first line of the poem? Tick the best answer.

 He has a bongo at home. 

 He enjoys the loud rhythmical music. 

 He is given a bongo to play in the lesson. 

3. Which instruments are named in the poem? Tick all that apply.

 Sticks    Whistle    Bells    Cymbals    Triangle 

4. Write down three examples of onomatopoeia (sound words).

5. What does a “thunder-maker” sound like?

6. Think of a sound word for the sound a cymbal makes.

7. What sort of sounds does the instrument he or she is given make?

8. How does the mood of the person in the poem change at the end? Use evidence from the text 
to support your answer.

9. If you were performing this poem aloud, which words would the poet want you to say in a loud 
voice? Underline them. Which words would you say quietly? Circle them.


