Assessment Task 2

Fiction
The Green Ship
Teacher notes: The Green Ship
Curriculum references: Years 3–4
Programme of study:

Reading comprehension

Children should be taught to:
• develop positive attitudes to reading and
• understand what they read, in books they can read
understanding of what they read by:
independently, by:
–– listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction,
–– checking that the text makes sense to them,
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or
discussing their understanding and explaining the
textbooks
meaning of words in context
–– increasing their familiarity with a wide range of
–– drawing inferences such as inferring characters’
books, including fairy stories, myths and legends,
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions,
and retelling some of these orally
and justifying inferences with evidence
–– predicting what might happen from details stated
and implied
–– identifying main ideas drawn from more than one
paragraph and summarising these.

Running the task
Explain that this text is taken from a story (The Green • Before answering the questions, ask the children to
Ship by Quentin Blake) about two children who climb
give an oral response to the story. Ask them to say
into a garden and discover a ship made from bushes
what they think the story is about and what feeling
and trees.
the text evokes. Make notes of their oral responses.
• Read the extract together.

• Then ask the children to answer the questions
about the text.

• You may need to check that children understand
some of the vocabulary or geographical concepts,
• Help those who need support in writing and/or
e.g. “Bosun”, “stowaways”, “swabbin’ the decks”,
decoding, as suggested in the introduction to this
“deck-quoits”, “Arctic”, “Equator”.
book.
• Circulate as children perform the task, and discuss
the questions with them. Support those who need
it and challenge those who are working at greater
depth within the expected standard.

Assessment guidance
Use the list below to identify the content domains that the children are working on in this task.
Typically, children working at the expected standard will:
• retrieve key details and quotations from fiction and non-fiction to demonstrate understanding of
character, events and information
• accurately and selectively summarise main ideas, events, characters and information in fiction and
non-fiction texts
• make developed inferences drawing on evidence from the text
• explain and justify inferences, providing evidence from the text to support reasoning
• make developed predictions that are securely rooted in the text.
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2b
2c
2d
2d
2e

The Green Ship • Task 2

What to expect
1. What is the imaginary world in the story?

(2c)

Some children will suggest that the imaginary world is the places that the children pretend to
travel to. However, others may also suggest that the ship is part of the imaginary world.
2. Draw lines to match the places the children imagined they sailed to with the real-world object.

(2b)

Most children should be able to match the place with the object correctly.
3. How does the author remind you that the ship is made of trees and bushes?

(2d)

Some children will point out that some of the places they sail to are part of the garden, e.g.
“bushes became icebergs”. Those working at greater depth within the expected standard should
be able to make the connection between “swabbin’ the decks” actually being sweeping away
leaves and the Bosun looking like a gardener.
4. Were the children invited into the garden at the start of the story? Explain your answer.

(2d)

Most children will recognise that the children were probably not invited in as they were “taken
by surprise” by Mrs Tredegar’s voice. Children working at greater depth within the expected
standard may also explain that Mrs Tredegar and the gardener were also pretending to punish
them (“clap them in irons”, “swabbin’ the decks”), which suggests that they weren’t invited in
to start with.
5. How do you think Mrs Tredegar feels about having the children in her garden? What happens
in the story to make you think this?

(2d)

Most children will recognise that Mrs Tredegar welcomed the children into the garden because
she gave them tea and invited them back, although some might mistake her first words for
annoyance. Children working at greater depth within the expected standard will also recognise
that she enjoyed playing with them because she “trained” them as “crew”, brought out the old
atlas, and suggested the “ceremony of Crossing the Line”.
6. Number the following sentences 1 to 5 in the order that they happen in the story.

(2c)

Children working at the expected standard should be able to number the events correctly.
Children working towards the expected standard may order the third sentence (“They got
permission from their aunt”) in the incorrect place.
7. At the end of the extract, Mrs Tredegar decides that they must have crossed the Equator. What
do you think might happen next?

(2e)

Most children should be able to come up with a suitable suggestion for the “ceremony of
Crossing the Line”. Children working at greater depth within the expected standard will come
up with more creative ideas for what the ceremony might involve.
8. On a separate piece of paper, write what happens in no more than five lines, summarising the
main ideas from the paragraphs.

(2c)

Some children will struggle to include all the parts of the story and will either miss points or write
too much. Children working at greater depth within the expected standard should be able to
write clear, concise sentences.
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Next morning, with permission from our aunt, we were
back at the green ship.

Swabbing the deck turned out to be sweeping away
the leaves; but tea really was tea, with madeira
cake and cucumber sandwiches. At the end of it
Mrs Tredegar (that was her name) said: “The Bosun
will see you ashore. Any why not come aboard again
tomorrow? I’m sure that’s what the Captain would
have wished.”

“And after that perhaps we shall have tea on deck.”

“Only youngsters,” said the Bosun, who actually
looked more like a gardener. “Swabbin’ the decks is the
thing, if you ask me.”

“What do you think, Bosun? Shall we clap them
in irons?”

There was a thin lady in a dark dress looking up at us.

And then suddenly we were taken by surprise by a
voice which said: “Well, what have we here, Bosun?
Stowaways?”

The last few days of our holiday were hot and sunny.
They got hotter and hotter. We wore sunhats and
played deck-quoits and drank lots of limejuice. It
seemed as though we were heading southward
through tropical seas. Eventually it became so hot
that Mrs Tredegar decided that we must have reached
the Equator, and that we must have the ceremony of
Crossing the Line.

On our next visit Mrs Tredegar produced an old atlas,
and every day after that we imagined that we were
voyaging to some new place. A flower urn became
an Italian ruin; a palm tree (there really was a palm
tree) became the far-off shore of Egypt. One chilly day
we pretended we were in the Arctic. Bushes became
icebergs and some sheep that had got into the garden
by mistake became polar-bears.

We climbed the masts. We took turns to stand at the
wheel and steer the ship. Mrs Tredegar showed us how
to use the telescope. By the end of the day we were a
fully-trained crew.

From The Green Ship by Quentin Blake
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Name:

Date:

Read the text, then answer the questions.
1. What is the imaginary world in the story?

2. Draw lines to match the places the children imagined they sailed to with the real-world object.
Italy

sheep

Egypt

flower urn

Arctic

palm tree

3. How does the author remind you that the ship is made of trees and bushes?

4. Were the children invited into the garden at the start of the story? Explain your answer.

5. How do you think Mrs Tredegar feels about having the children in her garden? What happens in
the story to make you think this?

6. Number the following sentences 1 to 5 in the order that they happen in the story.
The children pretended the sheep were polar bears.
They had tea and cake.
They got permission from their aunt.
They swept the decks.
They climbed the masts.
7. At the end of the extract, Mrs Tredegar decides that they must have crossed the Equator.
What do you think might happen next?

8. On a separate piece of paper, write what happens in no more than five lines, summarising the
main ideas from the paragraphs.
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