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Poetry
A Dream of Elephants

Assessment Task 6

Teacher notes: A Dream of Elephants

Curriculum references: Years 3–4

Programme of study: Reading comprehension

Children should be taught to:
• develop positive attitudes to reading and 

understanding of what they read by:
 – listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks

 – preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud 
and to perform, showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and action

 – discussing words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination

 – recognising some different forms of poetry [for 
example, free verse, narrative poetry]

• understand what they read, in books they can read 
independently, by:
 – checking that the text makes sense to them, 
discussing their understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context

 – drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences with evidence

 – identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning.

Running the task

• Distribute copies of the poem and ask the class to 
read this in pairs.

• Ask the class what type of poetry this is and discuss 
the features (rhyming alternate lines).

• Discuss with the class the first and the last verse 
being the same. Ask why they think the author has 
done this.

• Discuss the features of an elephant: what they look 
like; how big they are; how they move. Ask the 
class to think about these features as they read the 

poem again and see if they can spot their inclusion 
in the poem.

• Ask the class to complete the task sheet. Remind 
the children to provide only one word for both 
questions 3 and 4.

• After the children have finished the task, ask them 
to discuss what alternative title they could suggest 
for the poem. They could also learn one of the 
verses and then perform this to the class using 
expression.

Assessment guidance

Use the list below to identify the content domains that the children are working on in this task.

Typically, children working at the expected standard will:
• show an understanding of the meaning of vocabulary in context 2a

• retrieve key details and quotations from fiction and non-fiction to demonstrate understanding of 
character, events and information

2b

• provide developed explanations for key information and events and for characters’ actions and 
motivations

2b

• make developed inferences drawing on evidence from the text 2d

• explain and justify inferences, providing evidence from the text to support reasoning 2d

• identify/explain how the choice of language enhances the meaning of texts. 2g
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What to expect

1. What do we know about the writer’s dream from the first verse? Tick all that apply.

 Most children should be able to select the three correct statements.

(2b)

2. Write two things that verse 2 tells us about the weather in the poem.

 Most children should be able to identify two aspects of the weather.

(2b)

3. Find and copy one word from verse 2 that tells us the elephants were serious.

 Children working at the expected standard should be able to select the correct word from the 
text.

(2a)

4. Find and copy one other word from verse 3 that is also used to describe the elephant’s 
character.

 This is more challenging than question 3 and there may be a variety of different responses. 
Children should be encouraged to think about the elephants’ character and how they feel.

(2a)

5. How do you think the writer felt watching the elephants? Explain how you know, using 
evidence from the text.

 Children working at the expected standard should be able to select the reference to “amazed” 
from the poem. Children working at greater depth within the expected standard should be able 
to explain this feeling using their own words.

(2d)

6. What do you think the writer means by the line “They merged into the heat and dust”?

 Children working towards the expected standard may simply state “they were in the dust”. 
Those working at the expected standard will be able to explain clearly that they disappeared out 
of sight. Children working at greater depth within the expected standard will be able to explain 
that the heat and the dust obscured the view of the elephants once they were in the distance, so 
they were out of sight.

(2g)

7. Using information from the poem, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is 
true or false.

 Children working towards the expected standard may incorrectly suggest that the author 
dreamed of elephants because he likes them, without basing their view on what they know from 
the poem. Children working at the expected standard should answer these statements correctly 
but a few of these children may find the third statement difficult to explain from the text.

(2b)

8. What did the elephants think of the writer in the poem? Explain how you know.

 Most children will be able to explain that the elephants paid no attention to the writer’s presence 
and ignored him. Children working at the expected standard should be able to explain they 
know this from the fact that the elephants just walked past the writer.

(2d)
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A Dream of Elephants by Tony Mitton

I dreamed a dream of elephants.
I cannot tell you why.
But in my dream I saw the herd
go slowly walking by.

They moved beneath a blazing sun,
through rising dust and heat.
They made their solemn journey
on strong and silent feet.

And as I watched, the steady herd
walked slowly, sadly by,
until I stood, amazed, alone,
beneath a silent sky.

I watched them as they moved 
away.
I watched as they walked on.
They merged into the heat and dust
till all of them were gone.

I dreamed a dream of elephants.
I cannot tell you why.
But in my dream I saw the herd
go slowly walking by.
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Read the text, then answer the questions.

1. What do we know about the writer’s dream from the first verse? Tick all that apply.

 He dreamed of elephants.  The elephants were in a large group. 

 There were baby elephants in the group.  They walked slowly. 

2. Write two things that verse 2 tells us about the weather in the poem.

(a)

(b)

3. Find and copy one word from verse 2 that tells us the elephants were serious.

 

4. Find and copy one other word from verse 3 that is also used to describe the elephants’ character?

 

5. How do you think the writer felt watching the elephants? Explain how you know, using evidence 
from the text.

6. What do you think the writer means by the line “They merged into the heat and dust”?

7. Using information from the poem, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is 
true or false.

True False

The author dreamed of elephants because he likes them.

The elephants’ feet were quiet.

The herd kept walking without stopping.

The author was scared by the elephants.

8. What did the elephants think of the writer in the poem? Explain how you know.

 


