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Mary Anning studied the fossils she found 
and shared her knowledge with other 
scientists. Her fossils proved that different creatures lived on the Earth in 
the past and many had become extinct. Her ideas changed the way 
people thought about what the Earth was like millions of years ago.

Lived 1799–1847

Nationality British

Many people didn’t believe that the Earth 
was millions of years old when Mary 
Anning was a young girl. She lived in 
Lyme Regis on the Dorset coast where 
the cliffs were full of fossils. She collected 
fossils and found some that nobody had 
ever seen before.
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They made big changes in their lifetime. 

They made a lot of people’s lives better or worse.

They changed the way people think.

Their ideas are still used today.
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Nobody had travelled into space when 
Neil Armstrong was a young boy. People 
started to explore space in the 1950s. Neil 
Armstrong worked hard for many years to 
become an astronaut.

In 1969, he became the first person 
to walk on the Moon. He and another 
astronaut called Buzz Aldrin left a flag on 
the Moon and took many photographs. 
They also brought rocks back to Earth to study. Neil Armstrong showed that it 
was possible to walk on the Moon. He changed people’s ideas about the Moon 
and space travel.  

Lived 1930–2012

Nationality American

Dawson’s model checklist yes no
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Paul Cézanne was a talented painter. He 
was born almost two centuries ago. He 
painted many still life pictures and liked 
to make great paintings from ordinary 
objects. Paul Cézanne’s painting style was 
different to painters before him. He used 
simple shapes, bold colours and small 
brushstrokes to build up his pictures.

Many people didn’t like his work because it 
was new and different, but young artists copied his style. Paul Cézanne 
helped to create a new style of art called Cubism. Famous artists like Pablo 
Picasso called Paul Cézanne ‘the father of us all’. 

Lived 1839–1906

Nationality French

Dawson’s model checklist yes no

They made big changes in their lifetime. 

They made a lot of people’s lives better or worse.

They changed the way people think.
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They were a very good or a very bad role model.
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Vincent van Gogh used bold colours, 
powerful brushstrokes and curving lines 
to bring his landscapes, still life paintings 
and portraits to life. Many painters copied his style and used his work for 
inspiration. His paintings are still very popular today. They are displayed all 
around the world and sell for lots of money.     

Lived 1853–1890

Nationality Dutch

Vincent van Gogh painted more than 
2100 artworks in one decade, but he was 
seen as a failure when he was alive. 
Nobody wanted to buy his paintings. 
People realised after he had died that he 
was a great painter.
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They made big changes in their lifetime. 

They made a lot of people’s lives better or worse.

They changed the way people think.

Their ideas are still used today.

They were a very good or a very bad role model.
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Many people thought that women should 
not be allowed to vote when Emmeline 
Pankhurst was a young woman. She did 
not agree and thought women should 
have the same rights as men.

Emmeline Pankhurst started a group 
in 1903 to fight for votes for women. 
Members of the group were called the 
suffragettes. The suffragettes changed 
people’s ideas over the next two decades. More people began to believe that 
women should be able to vote. The law was changed in 1928 so that all 
women over the age of 21 in the United Kingdom could vote. 

Lived 1858–1928

Nationality British
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They made big changes in their lifetime. 
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They changed the way people think.
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The Pope in Rome was the head of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The Roman 
Catholic Church was very powerful when 
Henry VIII first became the King of England. 
He had to ask for the Pope’s permission 
to do certain things. In 1527, he wanted 
to divorce his first wife but the Pope said 
no. He was very angry and decided that 
England should leave the Roman Catholic 
Church so that the Pope couldn’t tell him what to do. 

Henry VIII became head of a new church called the Church of England. He 
closed all of the Roman Catholic monasteries in England and punished anyone 
who was a Roman Catholic. His actions changed the beliefs of people in England 
500 years ago. Queen Elizabeth II is the head of the Church of England today.   

Lived 1491–1547

Nationality English
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They made big changes in their lifetime. 
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Black people and white people were 
treated very differently in some parts of 
the United States when Rosa Parks was a 
young woman. Black people had to follow 
different rules and were not allowed go to 
the same schools or use the same seats on 
buses as white people. Rosa Parks thought 
that this was wrong.

One day, Rosa Parks was asked to give 
up her seat on a bus for a white passenger. She refused and she was arrested. 
Many people heard about her arrest and they agreed that the rules were 
wrong. Black people joined her and refused to use the buses for over a year. It 
became illegal for black people to be treated differently from white people on 
buses. This made lots of people’s lives better. Rosa Parks campaigned for black 
people’s rights for the rest of her life.  

Lived 1913–2005

Nationality American
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They made big changes in their lifetime. 

They made a lot of people’s lives better or worse.

They changed the way people think.
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Im
ag

e 
fr

om
: W

ik
im

ed
ia

 C
om

m
on

s/
Pu

bl
ic

 d
om

ai
n

Rosa Parks

Movers and Shakers
Engage/Significant people
Page 7 of 9

Downloaded by Wain at Flanderwell Primary School on 26/04/20
Copyright © 2020 Cornerstones Education Limited



People in Europe did not know about the  
Americas when Christopher Columbus 
was a young man. He found the Americas 
when he sailed west from Europe in 1492. 
He went back to Europe and told everyone 
about the Americas and the new things he 
had seen.

People from Europe started to travel to the 
Americas and many chose to live there. 
Christopher Columbus changed people’s understanding of the geography of 
the world. He inspired many people to explore the world during the next three 
centuries. 

Lived 1451–1499

Nationality Italian
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They made big changes in their lifetime. 
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They changed the way people think.
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Many patients died from infections in 
hospitals when Joseph Lister was a 
young doctor. He found out that the 
dirty conditions in hospitals and during 
operations were causing the infections. 

He started to use antiseptics during 
operations to kill the germs that caused 
infections. He also made sure that doctors 
washed their hands and cleaned their 
surgical instruments. Many more patients survived their operations because 
of Joseph Lister’s work. His ideas are still used in hospitals today. 

Lived 1827–1912

Nationality British
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They made big changes in their lifetime. 
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They changed the way people think.
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