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Reference: SPL2016     Contact: Karen Borthwick   
        Date: 4th October 2016   
 
To:  Mrs A Adair   
 Executive Headteacher 
 Flanderwell Primary School 
 
Dear Alison 
 
Welcome back to a new academic year following what, I hope, was a restful and enjoyable 
break. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you, your governors and staff for your 
hard work during the last academic year and to provide you with some key messages from 
the outcomes for Rotherham’s children and young people. This letter will also share the 
outcome of our annual desktop risk assessment of your school.  
 
2015/16 was a challenge for a number of reasons: radical curriculum changes, significantly 
raised standards in national tests at Key Stages 1 and 2, changed accountability measures 
and, again, challenges posed by more changes to the inspection process. Despite this, it is 
extremely pleasing to be able to inform you that Rotherham’s  schools have continued to 
strengthen outcomes for all key attainment indicators in all phases in 2016. While we cannot 
make direct comparisons with previous years due to major changes to curriculum and 
testing, we can compare to national average attainment gaps from previous years. With this 
in mind, we know that in 2016 the trend of improvement has been maintained at each stage 
and attainment gaps to the national average have either narrowed, closed or been 
exceeded. Below are some highlights from this year’s provisional outcomes.  
 
2016 Highlights 

 Attainment in Early Years for ‘Good level of development’ has continued to rise and 
is, again, above the national average. This is an established trend. 

 In phonics, the gap to the national average has narrowed from -5.34% in 2014 to -
1.8% in 2016. 

 Key Stage 1 was a priority to improve in 2016 and the new reading, writing and 
mathematics combined measure showed that Rotherham was less than 1% below 
the national average for the percentage of children achieving ‘expected’ in all 3 
subjects. 

 In the new ‘Greater Depth Standard’ for all 3 subjects, Rotherham was in line with 
national at 8.9%. 

 In Key Stage 2, Rotherham’s outcomes for the reading, writing and mathematics 
combined measure is slightly above the national average at 53.9%. 
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 Rotherham is 1st in the league of LAs in the Yorkshire and Humber region for the KS2 
combined attainment measure for ‘expected’. 

 In Key Stage 4, no school fell below the new floor standard  -0.5 ‘Progress 8’ measure 
and 14 out of the 16 secondary schools, in fact, scored a positive score. 

 The percentage of pupils achieving A*-C in both English and mathematics rose from 
53% to 62% and is likely to be in line with or slightly above nationals when they are 
available. 

 English at A*-C+ increased again from 72% to 75.5% and will be well above national. 

 In Key Stage 5, early indications suggest that the percentage of students achieving 
A*-A at A Level is around 4.8% above the national average and A*-E is in line with or 
slightly above the national. 

 The percentage of pupils attending good or better schools has increased by 20% over 
4 years, from 66% to 86% as of August 2016. This is 4% above the most recently 
published national average. 

 The proportion of schools judged to be good or better also increased by 20% over 4 
years, from 66% in August 2012 to 86% in August 2016. This is still, however, 1% 
below the national average. 
 

While this improved profile is certainly a cause for celebration, we remember our Rotherham 
mission that there will be no underperforming groups and we will not become complacent. 
There are some significant challenges to meet if we are to achieve our ambition. Our 
analysis of data shows us that the following areas must be priorities for us in the 2016/17 
academic year: 
 
2016/17 Priorities 

 The gap between the achievement of pupil premium and non-pupil premium groups 
continues to be high on the agenda. Despite the gains in 2016, some gaps widened 
and this is disappointing. 

 In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, attainment in reading is lagging behind that of writing 
and mathematics. Further gains will depend on closing the gap between subjects. 

 While the percentage of pupils achieving ‘expected’ in Key Stage 2 is good, those 
achieving the standard at ‘Greater Depth’ places us much lower in the league table 
and must be a high priority for us in 2016/17. 

 In Key Stage 4, there continues to be a significant gap between English and 
mathematics, so improvements in mathematics attainment is, again, a priority. 

 Improve the percentage of good and better schools so that Rotherham exceeds the 
national average. 

 
Our collective ambition is to not only meet national averages, but to exceed them. We 
believe there is the drive, level of expertise and feeling of collective responsibility for children 
across the borough to make this a reality. As a result of gains over the past few years it is 
realistic to expect that this trend will continue and we will need to set our sights on 
achievements beyond national averages across the board. Indeed, there has never been a 
more important time to tap into the excellent practice across the borough and to capitalise 
on the strong partnerships that are in place for so many of our schools. 
 
Finally, you will recall that, following the results in 2015 where outcomes had also improved 
significantly, the Local Authority received a letter from Nick Hudson, the Ofsted Regional 
Director for Yorkshire and Humber. The letter did not acknowledge the 4 year upward trends, 
improving at a faster rate than national or closing gaps: instead it referred to the ‘weak’ 
outcomes in key stages 1 and 2 when compared to national and regional figures. He 
described the performance as ‘frankly inexcusable’.  While it was extremely disappointing 
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that achievements had not also been acknowledged, Rotherham has responded in the best 
way possible. To be at the top of the league table for Key Stage 2 in Yorkshire and Humber, 
especially in this first year of more demanding tests, is evidence of the strength and depth 
within the system. We look forward to a letter this year of a more congratulatory tone, from 
Ofsted, to acknowledge this. 
 
LA Risk Assessment 
In accordance with Rotherham’s Local Authority Policy for Schools Causing Concern, which 
outlines the LA’s statutory duty to act as ‘champions for excellence’, we have undertaken 
our autumn term risk assessment of all schools.  The LA uses recent performance outcomes, 
trend data and local intelligence from a range of sources to ascertain whether schools are 
self-improving and autonomous, may be vulnerable to requiring improvement as a result of 
declining standards or designated schools causing concern.  
 
As a school that is now establishing a pattern of strong outcomes, we wish to acknowledge 
this consistency and thank you, your governors and your staff for the combined effort and 
expertise leading to the commendable achievements by your pupils. This is especially 
notable in a year of more challenging assessments and testing in primary schools. Across 
the borough we have a range of highly successful partnerships that benefit children and 
young people and we know that you will be sharing some of your successful practices with 
others through a range of partnership working.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Assistant Director of Education and Skills 
 
cc: Chair of Governors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


