
Music Vocabulary Progression 2024 

FS1 nursery rhymes, action songs, instruments, share, respond, explore, listen, 

sing, play, learn, beat, pulse, rhythm, pitch 

 

FS2 nursery rhymes, action songs, instruments, share, respond, explore, listen, 

sing, play, learn, beat, pulse, rhythm, pitch  

 

Year 1 Beat, clap, short and long sounds, improvise, rap, pop, soul 

High and low pitches, note, track, lyrics 

Backing singers, chorus, compose, musician, tempo, clap back 

 

Year 2 Voice, posture, structure and form, trio, musical style 

Tempo, solo, Kwela, mouthpiece, off beat rhythms, woodwind instruments 

Audience, dynamics, conductor, canon, mouthpiece  

 

Year 3  Structure, intro/introduction, verse, chorus, improvise 

structure, electric guitar, organ, backing vocals,  

hook, riff, melody, Reggae 

 

Year 4 Keyboard, electric guitar, bass, drums 

hook, riff, melody, solo, pentatonic scale, unison, rhythm patterns 

piano, organ, acoustic guitar, percussion 

 

Year 5 Rock, bridge, backbeat, amplifier, chorus 

Swing, tune/head, note values, note names, Big bands, pulse, rhythm, solo, 

ballad, verse, interlude 

synthesizer, deck, backing loops, Funk, scratching, unison, melody, cover, 

pitch, tempo, dynamics 

 

Year 6 style indicators, melody, compose, improvise, cover, pulse, rhythm 

producer, groove, Motown, hook, riff, solo, Blues 

Jazz, improvise/ improvisation, by ear, melody, riff 

 


