
Geography Tier 2 and 3 Vocabulary Progression 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y1 Weather and Seasons 

month, season, Spring, 

Summer, Autumn, 

Winter, weather, 

climate, temperature, 

forecast, rain, snow, 

sunshine, wind, cloud, fog 

rain gauge, freezing, 

frosty, misty, 

thunderstorm 

 

 

Weather and Seasons 

month, season, Spring, 

Summer, Autumn, 

Winter, weather, 

climate, temperature, 

forecast, rain, snow, 

sunshine, wind, cloud, fog 

rain gauge, freezing, 

frosty, misty, 

thunderstorm 

 

 

UK 

English Channel, North 

Sea, Irish Sea, Celtic 

Sea, England, Scotland, 

Wales, Northern 

Ireland, London, 

Edinburgh, Cardiff, 

Belfast, country, city, 

human and physical 

 

UK 

English Channel, North 

Sea, Irish Sea, Celtic 

Sea, England, Scotland, 

Wales, Northern 

Ireland, London, 

Edinburgh, Cardiff, 

Belfast, country, city, 

human and physical 

 

Local Area 

city, rural, urban, 

village, town, field, 

building, human and 

physical features, 

map, route, symbol, 

north, east, south, 

west, local 

 

 

 

Local Area 

city, rural, urban, 

village, town, field, 

building, human and 

physical features, 

map, route, symbol, 

north, east, south, 

west, local 

Y2 Continents and Oceans 

South America, North 

America, Australia, Asia, 

Africa, Europe, 

Antarctica, Indian 

Ocean, Pacific Ocean, 

Southern Ocean, Arctic 

Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, 

physical and human 

features 

 

Continents and Oceans 

South America, North 

America, Australia, Asia, 

Africa, Europe, 

Antarctica, Indian 

Ocean, Pacific Ocean, 

Southern Ocean, Arctic 

Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, 

physical and human 

features 

 

Hot and Cold Places 

continent, Equator, 

North Pole, South Pole, 

Arctic Circle, Antarctic 

Circle, desert, 

rainforest, habitat, 

adapt, temperature, 

humid, camouflage   
 

Hot and Cold Places 

continent, Equator, 

North Pole, South Pole, 

Arctic Circle, Antarctic 

Circle, desert, 

rainforest, habitat, 

adapt, temperature, 

humid, camouflage   
 

 

Contrasting Countries 

Mugumareno Village, 

Zambia 

Africa, Zambia, Lusaka, 

River Zambezi, Southern 

Africa, Victoria Falls, 

Mugaremno village, 

wildlife, climate, 

drought, similarity and 

difference, irrigation 

 

Contrasting Countries 

Mugumareno Village, 

Zambia 

Africa, Zambia, Lusaka, 

River Zambezi, Southern 

Africa, Victoria Falls, 

Mugaremno village, 

wildlife, climate, 

drought, similarity and 

difference, irrigation 

 

Y3 Earthquakes and 

Volcanoes 

volcano, tectonic plates, 

magma, main vent, ash 

cloud, eruption, lava, 

core, mantle, crust, 

aftershock, conduit, 

crate, dormant, active, 

extinct, magnitude 

 

Earthquakes and 

Volcanoes 

volcano, tectonic plates, 

magma, main vent, ash 

cloud, eruption, lava, 

core, mantle, crust, 

aftershock, conduit, 

crate, dormant, active, 

extinct, magnitude 

 

 

Climate Zones 

temperate, tropical, 

temperature, 
precipitation, arid, polar, 
Mediterranean, axis, 

orbit, meteorologist, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

equator 

Climate Zones 

temperate, tropical, 

temperature, 
precipitation, arid, polar, 
Mediterranean, axis, 

orbit, meteorologist, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

equator 

Rio and South-East 

Brazil 

South American 

countries (Argentina, 

Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, 

Colombia, Ecuador, 

Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, 

Suriname, Uruguay, 

Venezuela), latitude, 

longitude, time zone, 

tropical, Northern 

Rio and South-East 

Brazil 

South American 

countries (Argentina, 

Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, 

Colombia, Ecuador, 

Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, 

Suriname, Uruguay, 

Venezuela), latitude, 

longitude, time zone, 

tropical, Northern 
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 Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, Western 

Hemisphere, tropical 

climate, population, 

economy, manufacturing, 

Tropic of Capricorn  

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, Western 

Hemisphere, tropical 

climate, population, 

economy, manufacturing, 

Tropic of Capricorn  

Y4 Rivers 

source, mouth, waterfall, 

tributary, evaporation, 

condensation, 

precipitation, estuary, 

meander, erosion, 

deposition, water cycle, 

Ox bow lake 

 

Rivers 

source, mouth, waterfall, 

tributary, evaporation, 

condensation, 

precipitation, estuary, 

meander, erosion, 

deposition, water cycle, 

Ox bow lake 

 

Rainforests 

Flora, Fauna, Climate, 

Landscapes, Rainforest, 

Desert, Savannah, 

Woodland, Grassland, 

tundra, canopy, 

understory, emergent, 

forest floor, de-

forestation, eco-system 

 

 

Rainforests 

Flora, Fauna, Climate, 

Landscapes, Rainforest, 

Desert, Savannah, 

Woodland, Grassland, 

tundra, canopy, 

understory, emergent, 

forest floor, de-

forestation, eco-system 

 

 

South America- The 

Amazon 

Flora, Fauna, Climate, 

Landscapes, Rainforest, 

Desert, Savannah, 

Woodland, Grassland, 

Tundra, Canopy, 

Understory, Emergent, 

Forest Floor, Western 

Hemisphere, agriculture, 

ecosystem, food chain, 

humidity, river basin, 

volume, equatorial, 

International Date Line, 

longitude, Prime 

Meridian, Tropic of 

Capricorn, Western 

Hemisphere  

South America- The 

Amazon 

Flora, Fauna, Climate, 

Landscapes, Rainforest, 

Desert, Savannah, 

Woodland, Grassland, 

Tundra, Canopy, 

Understory, Emergent, 

Forest Floor, Western 

Hemisphere, agriculture, 

ecosystem, food chain, 

humidity, river basin, 

volume, equatorial, 

International Date Line, 

longitude, Prime 

Meridian, Tropic of 

Capricorn, Western 

Hemisphere  

Y5 North America 

(Longitude, latitude, 

hemispheres, Prime 

meridian) 

USA, state, longitude, 

latitude, continental 

climate, polar climate, 

time zones, prime 

Greenwich, Meridian, 

North America, Central 

America, Mississippi 

River, mountain range 

rural, urban  

 

North America 

(Longitude, latitude, 

hemispheres, Prime 

meridian) 

USA, state, longitude, 

latitude, continental 

climate, polar climate, 

time zones, prime 

Greenwich, Meridian, 

North America, Central 

America, Mississippi 

River, mountain range 

rural, urban  
 

Mountains 

Peak, Hill, Valley, 

Summit, Cliff, Ridge, 

Plateau, Terrain, Range, 

Tectonic plates, Fold 

mountains, Ben Nevis, 

Himalayas, Mount 

Snowdon, Pacific Ring of 

Fire, Scafell Pike, Slieve 

Donard, alpine, 

avalanche, landform, 

slope 

 

Mountains 

Peak, Hill, Valley, 

Summit, Cliff, Ridge, 

Plateau, Terrain, Range, 

Tectonic plates, Fold 

mountains, Ben Nevis, 

Himalayas, Mount 

Snowdon, Pacific Ring of 

Fire, Scafell Pike, Slieve 

Donard, alpine, 

avalanche, landform, 

slope 
 

European Region-

Athens 

Athens, European Union, 

Mediterranean Sea,  

Europe, Ural Mountains,           

Mediterranean climate, 

Temperate climate, 

Currency, Euros, 

Bordered, Migrant, , 

tourism, vegetation belt. 

Landmarks: - Temple of 

Zeus, Acropolis, 

Parthenon, Mount 

Olympus 

 

European Region-

Athens 

Athens, European Union, 

Mediterranean Sea,  

Europe, Ural Mountains,           

Mediterranean climate, 

Temperate climate, 

Currency, Euros, 

Bordered, Migrant, , 

tourism, vegetation belt. 

Landmarks: - Temple of 

Zeus, Acropolis, 

Parthenon, Mount 

Olympus 
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Y6 The UK 

Landmark, countries, 

regions, the main 

cities, Great Britain, 

Greater London, 

London Array, North 

Sea, coastline, 

development, 

economy, energy 

source, wind energy, 

solar farm, nuclear 

power, industry, 

sustainable, onshore, 

offshore, National 

Park, renewable 

 

The UK 

Landmark, countries, 

regions, the main 

cities, Great Britain, 

Greater London, 

London Array, North 

Sea, coastline, 

development, 

economy, energy 

source, wind energy, 

solar farm, nuclear 

power, industry, 

sustainable, onshore, 

offshore, National 

Park, renewable,  

 

N/A 

 

 

N/A  Local Geography 

region, grid reference, 

16-point compass terms, 

aerial view, international, 

key, land use, local, 

national 

 

Local Geography 

region, grid reference, 

16-point compass terms, 

aerial view, international, 

key, land use, local, 

national 

 


